Chapter Four

'An Irrepressible Conflict5

'Oh Kansas, bleeding Kansas,
You will not let me rest!'
STEPHEN VINCENT BENET : John Brown's Body.

Compromise of 1850 seemed likely
J- to mark the beginning of a new chapter in
the history of the making of the American
Union. As if to symbolise the departure of old
antagonisms, there had occurred in March 1850,
before the final compromise had been achieved,
the death of John C. Calhoun, the unrelenting
and passionate Southern leader, who had
threatened the secession of the South if it was
not satisfied upon the slavery issue. For a while
the slavery issue sank into the background. But
it became evident that the Compromise had not
marked the beginning of a new chapter; it had
really marked the end of an old one. For if a
strong threat to the Union had departed in the
person of Calhoun, strong supports of the Union
also disappeared. On June 29, 1852, Henry Clay
died, and on October 24 of the same year Daniel
Webster died. The two great symbols of
compromise were gone. And it was already
apparent that the struggle was about to
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